
 

1899 L Street NW  •  Suite 400  •  Washington, DC  20036  •  Phone: 202-986-2700  •  Fax: 202-986-3696  •  www.crfb.org / www.usbudgetwatch.org  

CHAIRMEN 
BILL FRENZEL 

TIM PENNY 

CHARLIE STENHOLM 

 

PRESIDENT 
MAYA MACGUINEAS 
 

DIRECTORS 
BARRY ANDERSON 

ROY ASH 

CHARLES BOWSHER 

STEVE COLL 

DAN CRIPPEN 

VIC FAZIO 

WILLIS GRADISON 

WILLIAM GRAY, III 

WILLIAM HOAGLAND 

DOUGLAS HOLTZ-EAKIN 

JIM JONES 

LOU KERR 

JIM KOLBE 

JAMES LYNN 

JAMES MCINTYRE, JR. 

DAVID MINGE 

JIM NUSSLE 

MARNE OBERNAUER, JR. 

JUNE O’NEILL  

RUDOLPH PENNER 

PETER PETERSON 

ROBERT REISCHAUER 

ALICE RIVLIN 

GENE STEUERLE 

DAVID STOCKMAN 

PAUL VOLCKER 

CAROL COX WAIT 

DAVID M. WALKER 

JOSEPH WRIGHT, JR. 

 

SENIOR ADVISORS 
HENRY BELLMON 

ELMER STAATS 

ROBERT STRAUSS 

 

 

 
CRFB Applauds President Obama’s Focus  

on Paying for Health Care Reform 
June 15, 2009 

 

Today, in an address to the American Medical Association, President 

Obama made the case for health care reform focused on bringing down 

long-term costs. He also pledged that his plan to expand insurance 

coverage would be deficit neutral over the next decade, and outlined some 

of the $948 billion in savings he has proposed to finance his health care 

reform – including the $313 billion announced this weekend. 

  

The Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget supports the President’s 

goal of slowing the growth in economy-wide health care cost growth and 

applauds President Obama for offering specific offsets to cover the plan’s 

new costs. 

 

“If we’re going to expand health care coverage, these are exactly the types 

of hard choices we need to be making,” said Maya MacGuineas, President 

of the Committee for a Responsible Budget. “Although more offsets may 

be needed, or the cost of the new health entitlement will have to be scaled 

back, the Administration’s proposed health care offsets show a recognition 

of the fundamental reality that expanding health care coverage is going to 

cost money; we applaud their continued insistence that these costs 

shouldn’t be placed on future generations.” 

 

Among the offsets proposed by the Administration include cutting 

spending for Medicare Advantage ($177 billion), limiting to itemized 

deductions for higher incomes ($267 billion), slowing the growth of certain 

Medicare provider payments ($110 billion), phasing down 

Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) payments ($106 billion), and 

enacting a number of measures to reduce spending on Medicare and 

Medicaid and close tax loopholes. A table of all proposed measures is 

available at:  http://www.usbudgetwatch.org/files/crfb/HCoffsets.pdf  

 

As part of its health care series, the Committee for a Responsible Federal 

Budget will also be releasing a paper this week arguing that health care 

reform should be fully paid for and offering ideas to help meet this goal. 

 


